And we're going to be talking to her about her immigration experience from Germany in 1925 at the age of about four and half. Can we start back at the beginning of your story, and can you tell me where and when you were born? BAHRKE: I was born in a town called Miltneberg en Meine. DALLETT: Can you help me spell that? BAHRKE: (She laughs.) (Phone rings.) Okay. Miltenberg. DALLETT: That's M-I-L-T-E-N-B-E-R-G. And how did you pronounce it? BAHRKE: Miltenberg en Meine, which is a German pronunciation. It's Miltenberg. And "en Meine" is added because the, it's on the meine River. DALLETT: Uh-huh. So it would be E-N, M-E-I-N-E? BAHRKE: Uh-huh. DALLETT: En Meine? BAHRKE: Uh-huh. It's about forty, forty some miles southwest of Frankfurt. It's near Frankfurt. So-- DALLETT: Okay. And the year, again, sorry? BAHRKE: (She laughs.) I was, when I was born? DALLETT: Yes. BAHRKE: In 1920. DALLETT: And do you remember your childhood in Miltenberg? BAHRKE: Uh, no. I was much too young. The only thing that, uh, I can relate are things that, uh, I was told by my sister. Uh, Which isn't very much. Not as far as Germany is concerned. All I can remember, well, my dad was here, came here earlier. And then, um, after he was settled here in the United States. In Milwaukee I have a, uh, an uncle who lived here, and probably, and I'm assuming that's why my dad decided to come here to Milwaukee. And then he sent for my mother and my sister and brother and myself. DALLETT: Do you know how long after he had been here that he sent for you and your mother and brother? BAHRKE: You know, I can't, I was trying to find that in some of these papers that I have, and I really don't know. Uh, a year? I'm assuming, perhaps. DALLETT: Do you know the circumstances under which your, I guess it would be your uncle, then, was it your father's brother who was here in Milwaukee? BAHRKE: Yes, yes. DALLETT: Um, do you know anything about why he came, or when he came? BAHRKE: My uncle? No, but he must have been here much earlier than my dad. Uh, my cousin is about as old as my sister, so that would be seven years older than I, and actually she was born in the United States, so he had to be here a number of years before my dad was, because he married an American and he had three children, and all born here. DALLETT: Do you know what kind of work he did when he came to Milwaukee? BAHRKE: Uh, I don't know what kind of work he did. He worked at, uh, was he doing welding? He was, he wasn't doing welding. He was a foreman in someplace. He was a foreman in a plant that he worked at. Just which one it was, I don't know. My dad was a cabinet-maker and learned his trade in, starting at nine years old. I believe that's the, when those years ago the, uh, children that went to school then also learned a trade at the age of nine. So it's like our apprenticeship. So he went into cabinet making. DALLETT: So he left, let's say, it must have been, uh, how long after you were born? Would it be when you were three, if you came here a year later, maybe? BAHRKE: I'm not sure. Uh, maybe when I was three, something like that. DALLETT: Uh-huh. Do you remember anything that your sister has told you? You mentioned that she passed away recently. Any stories at all that she related to you about growing up in Germany, or around that period in time where your father joined his brother here? BAHRKE: I don't even know why my father decided on, to come here. I really don't. ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 


(She laughs.) You know, they, all the families at that time, you know. So I don't know, uh, know too much, or why. He was in World War One. He won a, or he received, an Iron Cross given to help by Kaiser Wilhelm for bravery. And, uh, I don't know what happened to that Iron Cross, but I know he has it. So, uh, I didn't know whether it was the politics, but they were never, he was never involved in politics. And he had a business out there. He made caskets. And as far as I can remember, we were well-to-do out there. We lived in a big home about, that had a, what do you call these cellars that they're used for defense? No, no. DALLETT: A shelter? BAHRKE: Like a shelter, uh-huh. And that was in, put into a, uh, mountain. DALLETT: The house was built into the side of the-- BAHRKE: Yeah, to a side, and the shelter went into the mountain. So, safety, I think there wasn't any worry about that. Maybe he just wanted a change of scenery. (She laughs.) I don't really know. I wish I did. But then when my mother and my sister and my brother and I left, at that time, of course, we had quotas. And, uh, the quota was already filled for Germans. And I know, my sister told me that my mother begged everyone she could out there to get on the boat, to get over here to the United States. And with the quota filled, it was hard to do that. But my dad had a cousin who was married to a French diplomat. And my dad was born in Alsace Lorraine, which is, was the big wars between France and Germany constantly. And she married the diplomat and the, um, I believe that she probably, or he helped to get us over here. Of course, on the papers, their papers to the United States, coming here, they were to come on a French, they were considered French, of German descent, because they were born before World War One. DALLETT: When you say "they", who-- BAHRKE: My brother and sister. DALLETT: Okay. BAHRKE: ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ So they were born in Alsace Lorraine, which then became French, so they were considered French of German descent, and my mother and I were both German. So we were supposed to come here on separate boats due to that. And so I guess this, uh, diplomat that my father's cousin married, helped us get us together, on the same boat, the U.S.S. Bremen. DALLETT: Now, was your father's family still in Germany and your mother's family, your grandparents? BAHRKE: I, nobody else that I know of, besides my Uncle Fred, and my dad, were here. I don't know of any other Schaefer from that particular family that was here. And he had-- DALLETT: Everyone else was still in Germany? BAHRKE: Yes.
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